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Japanese military machine. He became a believer in an
international lining up of liberal elements. "I can say
honestly," he told Gandhiji, "I have no feeling of hatred
towards the Japanese people, but I feel their military
system is an evil. I used to think that all that was needed
to end it was education in truth. I had hoped that at
Tambaram, at any rate, an international link between the
two countries on the basis of mutual goodwill and peace
would be forged. But I was disillusioned. I found that
very little could be achieved immediately." He had tried
too to establish peace groups as an agency for carrying
on the peace work, but found that confronted by a crisis
they were reduced to impotence and could offer little
effective check. "Our difficulty is this," he concluded.
;'While sincerely believing in non-violence, we have not
found a way of making it effective."
"Should that present a difficulty?" exclaimed Gandhiji.
-"A person who realizes a particular evil of his time and
finds that it overwhelms him, dives deep in his own heart
for inspiration, and when he gets it, he presents it to others.
Meetings and group organizations are all right. They are
of some help, but very little. They are like the scaffolding
that an architect erects—a temporary and makeshift ex-
pedient. The thing that really matters is an invincible faith
that cannot be quenched.
"Faith can be developed. Only, the way it can be
developed and in which it works differs from that in the
case of violence. You cannot develop-violence through
prayer. Faith, on the other hand, cannot be developed
except through prayer.
"Non-violence succeeds only when we have a living
faith in God, Buddha, Jesus, Mahomed—they were all
warriors of peace in their own style. We have to enrich
the heritage left by these world teachers. God has His
own wonderful way of executing His plans and choosing
His instruments. The Prophet and Abu Bakr trapped in
a cave were saved from their persecutors by a spider which
had woven' its web across the mouth of that cave. All the
world teachers, you should know, began with a zero!I"

